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WESTERN POWER DISAGGREGATION 

169. Mr T. BUSWELL to the Premier: 
I refer to a statement that the Premier made to the Parliament on 5 May 2005 when he said that Verve Energy, as 
one of the disaggregated corporations, would “inherit significant competitive advantages that will place them in 
a strong, commercial position”. 

(1) Is it not the case that the Premier received confidential advice prior to disaggregation which states that 
Western Power’s profit outlook would diminish by some $113.7 million over the next four years and 
which goes on to list the costs of operating four stand-alone businesses and rising wages as some of the 
causes of this decline in profit? 

(2) Did the Premier reject this advice from his own energy reform implementation unit and demand a better 
set of figures from Western Power to justify his claims about the commercial viability of the 
disaggregated units, including Verve? 

(3) Will the Premier now concede that if he had accepted this advice, his government would have done a 
better job planning for disaggregation and we would not be in the chaotic situation that we are in today? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
I thank the member for the question. 

(1)-(3) As I recall, this was the issue that the Leader of the Opposition described as the biggest financial 
scandal — 

Mr T. Buswell: A billion dollars of taxpayers’ funds. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: I think I said five words, maybe six, that time. This is the issue that the Leader of the 
Opposition said was the biggest financial scandal the state has ever seen. When we had a motion on it 
yesterday — 

Mr T. Buswell: The biggest single financial scandal. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: Whatever. When we had a no confidence motion on it yesterday against the minister, 
the Leader of the Opposition took no part in the debate. 

Mr T. Buswell interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: No, he was not. When the member for Cottesloe finished his contribution, the Leader 
of the Opposition was sitting in that seat and did not stand and take part in the debate. He did not utter a word. 

Mr T. Buswell: Why don’t you answer the question? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: I am answering the question. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I call the Leader of the Opposition, the Deputy Leader of the Opposition and the member for 
South Perth to order. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: I think that really demonstrates a couple of things; namely, the Leader of the 
Opposition’s position vis-a-vis that of other members in his party, including the member for Cottesloe, and how 
seriously he takes this issue. He had an hour yesterday. He could have taken — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, members! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: The Leader of the Opposition described this issue on the radio on Saturday morning, 
and yesterday in the Parliament, as the biggest financial scandal in the state’s history. When he was offered the 
opportunity to take part in the debate, he squibbed it. He sat in his chair and did not speak. What an absolute 
joke! 

Mr T. Buswell: Are you going to answer the question — 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: I am answering the question. 

Mr T. Buswell: — about your attempt to doctor the figures to make it all look — 

The SPEAKER: Order, Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: I think that says a couple of things about the Leader of the Opposition. 
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Mr T. Buswell: I have read this report. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: I do not think the Leader of the Opposition has read the Office of Energy report. 

Mr T. Buswell: I most certainly have. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: The Leader of the Opposition had the chance yesterday to take part in the debate on a 
no confidence motion against the minister—as the Leader of the Opposition’s side said, the most serious motion 
that can be moved in the Parliament—and he sat there and did not utter a word. I led the government’s 
defence — 

Mr T. Buswell: I have asked you a question. Are you going to answer the question about doctoring figures to 
produce a more rose-coloured outcome for Western Power, because that is what you did? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: Is the Leader of the Opposition suggesting that I doctored the figures? 

Mr T. Buswell: I am suggesting that you saw this report and you said to Western Power, “That’s not good 
enough. Come up with a better set of figures to justify the decision that I have taken.” That’s what I’m 
suggesting you did. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: Is the Leader of the Opposition suggesting that I doctored the figures? 

Mr T. Buswell: Let me explain it. I’m suggesting that you got this and other reports and said, “I don’t like the 
look of that. That doesn’t justify my position.” This report clearly indicates that Western Power’s profit was 
headed south. You said, “Go away and do it again.” Did you or did you not do that to Western Power? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: If that is the Leader of the Opposition’s assertion, the answer is no, I did not doctor the 
figures. 

Mr T. Buswell: I didn’t say that. I said: did you ask Western Power to go and reconsider the figures? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: To have doctored the figures would have been, I think, not only probably illegal, but 
also certainly a breach of my position as the minister. 

Mr T. Buswell: What did you ask Western Power to do when it brought this report to your desk? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: I asked Western Power to provide me, at every stage along the way, with the most 
rigorous information that it could provide us with, so that we could make an informed decision and the 
Parliament could be properly informed about the basis of the decision. The Leader of the Opposition has failed to 
make any penetration on this issue because everyone who has half an ounce of capacity knows that his assertions 
are blatantly untrue. 

Mr T. Buswell: Are they? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: Yes, blatantly untrue. 

Mr T. Buswell interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: Yesterday, the Leader of the Opposition made an assertion. What more could he 
possibly say—what worse picture could he possibly paint—than that this is the biggest single financial scandal 
in the state’s history? Yet he sat in his chair yesterday and did not take part in the debate. It is pathetic. 
Therefore, he is back today. To be fair to the Leader of the Opposition, The West Australian newspaper gave a 
bit of coverage to the member for Cottesloe’s assertions. It was pretty kind to him. It did not refer to the fact that 
the Leader of the Opposition had squibbed the debate. He did not rise in his place. He sat and let the member for 
Avon be the second speaker. The Leader of the Opposition should have been the first speaker. He is the Leader 
of the Opposition; he should have been the first speaker, as I was the first speaker for the government. What the 
Leader of the Opposition is doing now — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I call the member for South Perth and the Leader of the Opposition to order. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: What the Leader of the Opposition is doing now is desperately trying to scramble the 
ground because he has realised how foolish he looked. What a joke he presented himself as. His own team could 
not believe what happened. 

Mr T. Buswell interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, Leader of the Opposition! 
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Mr A.J. CARPENTER: There is absolutely no basis to the false assertions that the Leader of the Opposition is 
making about my behaviour—none whatsoever. However, he will make them now because he thinks, and he is 
probably right, that they will gain a bit of coverage. He can make the most ridiculous, false — 

Mr T. Buswell interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I call the Leader of the Opposition to order for the third and final time. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: Yesterday, the Leader of the Opposition failed a very significant test. If any credible 
member of Parliament makes assertions along the lines of those made by the Leader of the Opposition, that 
member at least takes part in the debate when those assertions are being debated. This Leader of the Opposition 
took no part in the debate. He should be laughed out of town, back to Villa Carlotta and the bus tours that he is 
so proud of promoting—those bus tours that we understand uniquely give the Leader of the Opposition the 
qualities to run the state; that is, a $17 billion or $18 billion venture called the state of Western Australia. The 
Villa Carlotta bus tour operator—the Stan Butler, the Reg Varney of Busselton: “I hate you, Butler”—thinks that 
his experience running bus tours for pensioners in Busselton now makes him uniquely qualified to run the state 
of Western Australia. No-one else has the qualifications. What happened to Reg — 

The SPEAKER: I call the member for South Perth to order for the third and final time, and the member for 
Dawesville. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: There he was, Stan Butler—aka Reg Varney—of Villa Carlotta pensioner tours in 
Busselton, given the chance to stand in the spotlight and put the case — 

The SPEAKER: The last call was for the member for Darling Range, and I call the member for Darling Range 
to order for the second time. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: He had the chance to stand as Leader of the Opposition—the alternative Premier, who 
is so uniquely qualified, with all his business acumen—and put his case for why the Minister for Energy should 
be sacked. He did not enter the debate. If that is not a story, I have not seen one. This comes on the back of what 
the Leader of the Opposition has already been unable to do, which is to take a position on any issue of any 
substance during his time as Leader of the Opposition. If that is not a story, I have not seen one. Why did the 
Leader of the Opposition not take part in yesterday’s debate? For the sake of Hansard, I am counting: four, five, 
six, seven seconds. The Leader of the Opposition still has not replied. Why did he not take part in yesterday’s 
debate?  

Mr T. Buswell: Because your side of Parliament would not grant us the time we needed to thoroughly explore 
the issues, and you tried to clamp down on the debate. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: That is what I call leadership! The opposition had half an hour. It allowed the member 
for Cottesloe the first 10 or 12 minutes on the back of a rather incredible 18-minute exposition about why the 
house should suspend standing orders. The opposition then allowed the member for Avon to give one of his 
classic solo parliamentary performances. It then allowed the attack dog of the Liberal Party—the member for 
Darling Range—to rise and fang us! He fairly tore into us! Between speeches from the member for Cottesloe, 
who at least showed a little passion for the issue—a bit overplayed, I thought—and the member for Darling 
Range, who is not renowned for his passion, so that there was a bookend effect, the Leader of the Opposition, the 
alternative Premier, had the chance to rise and make his case, but he sat there and did not speak, other than to 
respond to his staff. He left the chamber! The government could not believe it; we sat here watching the clock. 
Surely — 

Mr J.H.D. Day interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: It is a bit hard to know if he will not speak. If he will not take part in the debate at all, 
it is a bit hard to discern what is spin and what is substance. So far there has been a complete lack of substance. 
The issue has been on the go, in a very crystallised form, since one o’clock on Friday. The government came into 
the Parliament expecting the issue to be pursued and expecting—as one would—the Leader of the Opposition to 
contribute to the debate. He did not; he declined the opportunity. The following day—today—he has come back 
with another ridiculous assertion that somehow or other I doctored the Western Power books. 

Mr T. Buswell: No, did you send this information back to Western Power and ask it to redo it? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: What information? The Leader of the Opposition is waving a big piece of paper 
around. If there is one thing we have learnt — 

Mr T. Buswell interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr J.N. Hyde: Come on, he’s had three warnings! 
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The SPEAKER: Order, member for Perth! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I call the member for Perth to order for the first time. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: If there is one thing we have learnt from our observations of the current Leader of the 
Opposition, it is that one should never take on face value anything that he says, as at least two people on his side 
of the house have found to their extreme personal cost, one of them being the member for Warren-Blackwood 
and the other being the member for Kalgoorlie. Never accept on face value anything that the Leader of the 
Opposition—the Reg Varney; the Stan Butler; the Villa Carlotta — 

Point of Order 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Under standing order 78, an answer must be relevant to the question. The Premier has 
been going for nearly 15 minutes. He has not attempted to answer the question. 

The SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion that is normally shared by the people on my left and not necessarily 
by the people on my right. The answer is in fact in direct response to the allegation contained in the question. 
The question is lengthy and contains a large number of elements. I think the Premier is answering the question. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: I do not disagree with the first part of the assertion. However, this is the case, and I 
will finish my answer. 

At every step along the way, the government sought to ensure that the information provided by Western Power 
was the most up-to-date and rigorous it could provide us with. If the Leader of the Opposition is asserting that it 
did not do that, it is a reflection by the Leader of the Opposition on the staff of Western Power, similar to 
yesterday when he remarkably and somewhat disgracefully likened the staff of Verve Energy to Laurie Connell 
and his management of Rothwells. 
 


